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nepotistic line. Indeed, all but the next heir are themselves the 
sons of ladies adopted some twenty-five years ago for the purpose 
of continuing the succession. As these princesses have no 
daughters, the dynasty is again near to extinction after the 
present four princes shall have had their turn, unless the 
children of the present Maharajah, or of future Sovereigns, are 
taken into account. It happens, therefore, that it would be easy 
to alter the Travancore succession by the simple plan of adopting 
no more females into the family: no one would be personally 
aggrieved or injured, and sons or heirs of the body might 
succeed thenceforward. Who knows whether the next fiftv 
years may not bring round such general enlightenment, or such 
a spread of true Christianity amongst the higher classes (which 
we look upon as the only truLe remedy for all social disorder), as 
to admit of the possibility of even this reform ? 
The following paper was read by the Assistant Secretary:- 
On the NEW CODE of LAWS for the HoVA KINGDOM of MADA- 
GASCAR, promulgated d,t Antananarivo on March 29th, 1881.1 
By Dr. G. W. PARKER. 
THE laws about which I am going to speak are in force 
only in the Hova dominions in Madagascar, which comprise a 
large part of that island, but by no means the whole of it, 
although the Hovas lay claim to the entire island by virtue of 
the wish to possess it. 
The origin of the present Hova power, which began scarcely 
seventy years ago, is as follows:- 
"When Mauritius passed into the possession of the English at 
the peace of A.D. 1814, the attention of its Governor, Robert 
Farquhar, Esq. (afterwards Sir Robert), was at once turned to 
the neighbouring and much larger island of Madagascar. In 
A.D. 1816, at Port Louquez, a tract of land was ceded to the 
English by some of the chiefs on the east coast, who at the same 
time gave the English large herds of cattle, and who also 
delivered up, to be put to death, one of their number who had 
massacred the first settlers of that colony. About A.D. 1815 or 
1816, Governor Farquhar turned his attention to the abominable 
slave-traffic which was being, carried on in and around Mada- 
gascar, and he fixed upon Radama, one of the chiefs of the 
Hovas, as the most likely means for accomplishing the death of 
1 All quotations in this paper are extracted from the new Hova laws, or the 
Queen's Speech connected with them. 
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slavery in that island. Radama, although young, had already 
reigned about seven years, and had acquired the reputation of 
being a warlike and unscrupulous chief, who was rapidly 
mastering his neighbours by terror or by the spear. The 
ancestry of Radhma is shrouded in the mists of tradition, little 
being known of any of his predecessors except his adoptive 
father. Radhma's father, who rebelled against his lawful 
Sovereign (who is said to have been also his own nephew) while 
absent on an expedition against a neighbouring town, is the first 
well-known king of the present Hova dynasty, his reign forming 
the starting-point of authentic Hova history. 
There is no need to go into the history of Radhma I, or of 
his father, except to mention a few facts which are closely con- 
nected with the present state of the law in the territories now 
governed by their descendant. Of these two chiefs, the latter 
rejoiced in the long name of Andr'ianampoinimerina (or, " King 
of the heart of Imerina"), and he parcelled out his possessions 
in Imerina into six districts, over each of which he set an 
official, whom he styled a " Vadintany," or "husband for the 
country." His successor, Radhma I, next appointed "judges" 
and subdivided the people into " hundreds " and " thousands "; 
he also established a standing army, and placed garrisons in the 
most important towns which he had conquered in other parts of 
the island, " in order to enforce his father's boast, ' The sea is my 
frontier! These arrangements were kept up, with slight 
additions, during the reign of his usurping successor, the perse- 
cuting Queen, RanavMlona I. (whose official title, consisting of 
nineteen syllables, means, " Beloved b5y the King of the heart of 
Imr&ina "); and still further improvements were made during 
the reign of Queen Rhsoh6rina, the immediate predecessor of 
the present queen. Between these two queens, RanavMlona I. 
and Rhsoherina, there reigned a young king, Radama II, for the 
short space of about six months, when he was murdered in his 
palace; and it is chiefly for that reason, but partly also because 
he was not allowed time to make " further improvements," that 
his iiame is almost always omitted from Hova official docu- 
ments. 
The present mode of government among the Hovas is unique. 
From the date of the murder of Radama II, the power of the 
throne has been weakened, the family of the present Prime 
Minister has absorbed into itself all important offices in the 
State or in the army; so that its head can now boast of practi- 
cally regal power, like that of the Mayors of the Palace of the 
Merovingian kings in France, being, moreover, the ex-ofcio hus- 
1 These words of this chief are quoted in almost every Hova " Kabarqy," or 
puLblic speech. 
z 2 
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band of the queen, and responsible only to her for all his 
actions.' In theory, the Hova queen is an autocratic Sovereign, 
-" the queen alone makes the laws! " but, in fact, the country 
is under the rule of an oligarchy. The head of it, who is styled 
'Prime Minister," besides being ex-oft'cio husband to the present 
queen (as he was also to her predecessor), and residing with her, 
day and night, in the palace either at Antanhnarivo or else- 
where, also holds the offices of Commander-in-Chief of the army, 
Head of all State business in Madagascar, Chief Councillor to the 
Queen, and Chief Judge; and, until recently, every trial or law- 
suit, every kind of business, whether civil, political, or military, 
important or not (in fact everything), was obliged to be reported 
to him. This was possible while the Hova power was smaller, 
and its relations with other tribes, and especially with foreign 
nations, less complicated; but lately the discovery has been 
made that whatever amiount of truth there may have been in 
the fable of an Atlas-supported world, there are no shoulders 
which can bear the burden of a State alone-in other words, it 
was seen that a division of labour (not of power) was advisable. 
Hence arose a re-arrangement of the Hova Government accord- 
ing to the following scheme, which was read aloud to the 
assembled people before the reading of the laws themselves, 
the names and rank of the heads of the various departments of 
the new Government being in each case also proclaimed. 
I. The lJiinistry of the Interior consists of five members. 
Their duties are as follows: 
1. They are responsible for the good conduct of the native 
watchmen; whose duties are principally to keep the peace in the 
towns and villages, to attend to the cleanliness of the streets 
and private grounds, and to summnon persons who are required 
for a lawsuit, trial, or any public service. 
2. To register carefully all births, deaths, and marriages. 
3. To protect the forests and woods from injury ol encroach- 
ment, and to encourage the planting of trees in towns and 
villages, and especially where the forests have been cut down. 
4. To attend to the cleanliness and repair of all drinking- 
springs and roads, and to prevent encroachment upon the drill- 
grounds and public assembly-grounds. In every Malagasy 
town or village it is the custom of the inhabitants to assemble 
together at some convenient spot, wheniever it is necessary to 
receive an order from the local authorities or from the central 
1 Although among many other Malagasy tribes (especially the Sakalavas) 
each " king " or " queen " has a man acting as factotum, usually under the title of 
" landowner," yet only among the Hovas does this Prime Minister alo become 
ex-offlcio husband to the queen. 
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government, as there are no newspapers in which public procla- 
mations can be inserted: hence the necessity of protecting these 
places of assembly. 
5. To receive and answer all letters passing between the 
queen and the various Hova garrisons in the more distant parts 
of the island. 
6. To attend to all matters connected with the prisons. 
7. To receive the capitation-tax, which is paid in rice. 
8. To take care of the rates of usury, scales and weights, 
measures of bulk, and measures of length. 
9. To assist the local authorities of each of the districts into 
which Im?erina is divided. 
10. To take cognisance of all land-marks and sales of land, 
and also of epidemic diseases. 
II. The Foreigni Ministry consists of four members, and their 
duties are- 
1. To transact and register all business between Malagasy 
subjects and the subjects of any foreign nation. 
2. To see that treaties with foreign nations, and private 
agreements with foreigners, are properly carried out. 
III. The Ministry of War consists of four members. 
Their duties are- 
1. To see that the annual levies are called and drilled; 
and that all men whose five years of service have expired shall 
be dismissed from the army. 
2. To command any warlike expedition. 
3. To change the various garrisons about every five years. 
4. To see that the army is properly supplied with officers, 
that both officers and men strive to become proficient in their 
duties, and that proficiency and diligence are rewarded. 
5. To attend to the proper equipment of the army. 
IV. The Law Ministry is divided into two sections, each con- 
sisting of three members. 
The members of the first section attend more especially to 
matters connected with criminal and civil law. 
Their duties are- 
1. To disseminate a knowledge of these laws. 
2. To see that lawsuits and criminal trials are not unneces- 
sarily delayed, or intentionaally protracted when once commenced; 
that the guilty are condemned, the innocent acquitted, and the 
course of justice not turned aside. 
The members of the second seetion have the oversight of law in 
general, but especially of political law, such as the laws relating 
to persons, property, taxes, money to be paid into or out of the 
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public treasury, &c. They also make regulations for the guid- 
ance of the various district authorities. 
V. lThe Afinistry for the Encouragement of Industrial Arts and 
Manufactures consists of four members. 
Their duties are- 
1. To encourage agriculture and the cultivation of plants 
having an economic use; and also the cultivation of waste 
lands. 
2. To encourage the breeding of animals useful as food; the 
instruction of others in service, and generally to improve the 
breed of all domestic animals. 
3. To disseminate things for sale, whether intended for expor- 
tation abroad or for native consumption. 
4. To encourage manufactures in metals, wood, or stone. 
5. In all cases to reward diligence and skill by means of prizes 
to be offered annually by the Hova State. 
VI. The Ministry of the Treasury consists of four men, and 
their duties are to receive, take care of, and pay all monies 
belonging to the State. 
VII. l'he Ministry of Education consists of four men; their 
duties are- 
1. To see that all children are sent to school, and that they 
make due progress in their studies. 
2. To examine, annually or at shorter intervals, all the schools, 
irrespective of the persons (European or Malagasy) who teach in 
them, and to give State rewards to diligent scholars. 
VIII. The Pri-vy Council comprises all officers who are con- 
nected with the Court, especially those of the higher ranks. 
In case of non-performance or mis-performance of public 
duties, any of these officials will be punished. 
The revised code of laws contains 305 distinct statutes, 
which, together with a lengthy preamble, index, and scheme of 
the new ministries, are contained in a clearly-printed pamphlet 
of 80 pages. 
In the preamble to these laws it is noticeable that the queen 
asserts her right to add to or alter them, when thought fit; hitherto 
the Hova laws have been regarded as unchangeable as those of 
the Medes and Persians of old. 
Among the twelve capital crimes punishable with the death of 
the offender and the confiscation of all his property, and referring 
chiefly to treason, rebellion, and wilful murder, we find still 
included " the making of evil charms with intent to cause the 
death of the Sovereign," while we find omitted "the taking 
(literally "the stealing ") of a secret oath of allegiance." The 
latter crime was recognised in the previous code of Hova laws, 
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promulgated in A.D. 1868, but why it is now omitted we can- 
not understand, unless this was an oversight. Among the Hovas 
the oath of allegiance to the new Sovereign is (or used to be) 
taken by the side of a certain pond in Antananarivo, or by the 
side of a canoe (used as a trough) filled with water from that 
pond; and as an important part in the ceremony consisted in 
the oath-taker striking the water withi a spear, the oath of allegi- 
ance itself is called " the act of striking water." 
For having knowledge of an intended rebellion or murder 
without giving information about the same, the punishment is 
penal servitude for life. For striking with any blunt weapon, 
provided death do not result therefrom, the punishment is penal 
servitude for one year; but for committing murder, or inciting 
to commit murder, or for striking with a sharp weapon, whether 
the person struck be killed or not, the penalty is death. 
Disrespect to the Sovereign is now for the first time recognised 
as a crime, and punishable with a fine of 101., or with the 
alternative of penal servitude for five years. Formerly among 
the Hovas (and such is still the case among other tribes) any- 
thing short of instant obedience to the chief's will was punished 
with instant death. 
To import Africans into the Hova dominions, or to export 
Hova subjects as slaves, involves a penalty of penal servitude 
for life, with the forfeiture of all the possessions of the offender. 
This law and the permission for slaves to go to school, if they like 
to do so, are a tribute to English perseverance in combating 
slavery everywhere ! 
The penalty of penal servitude for twenty years is the reward 
of digging for minerals (coal, iron, lead, gold, &c., &c.), for man- 
stealing, or for forging patents of rank; while penal servitude 
for ten years is the reward for forgery of any signature, for set- 
ting fire to any building, for breaking into a dwelling-house or 
into a tomb,' for going about late at night with evil intent, for 
putting the hand through the palisade which surrounds a palace 
with intent to steal, or for buying, selling, or even possessing 
gunpowder without a permit from the Prime Minister. 
With regard to theft, the nature of the punishment varies with 
the importance of the article stolen. The heaviest punishment 
(penal servitude for seven years) is awarded for thefts inside or 
from a place of worship; then comes the crime of picking 
pockets, or rather of cutting off that cornier of a native's cloth 
(" lamba ") in which his money is tied up for want of a pocket; 
then follow thefts of rice-whether growing, stored in pits, or 
I Money and other valuables are buried with the dead bodies by most of the 
Malagasy tribes; hence the temptation to break open tombs, especially those 
of persons of rank and wealth. 
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exposed for sale,-canoes, oxen, small animals (i.e., sheep, pigs, 
cats, and dogs), and poultry, sugar-cane, and the various kinds 
of fruits and vegetables. If a man finds anything which has 
been lost, he is obliged to take it to the nearest police court or 
Government official; when he will be rewarded to the extent of 
one-tenth of the value of the article, while the State will deduct 
another one-tenth for itself, after which the lost article is 
restored to its owner, if any can be found. 
One thing noticeable in this revised code of Hova laws is the 
power which a Malagasy now has of either paying money (as a 
fine, court-fees, value of property, &c.), or of working out an 
equivalent in time by imprisonment for as many days as there 
are sixpences contained in the sum of money to be paid. This 
arrangement is convenient, because few of the Malagasy possess 
money, their possessions being chiefly land, cattle, and slaves; 
and when they do possess money they generally prefer to part 
with their liberty for a time rather than with their beloved 
money. Indeed I have known a man of princely rank who 
preferred to endure penal servitude for life (or " until the money 
should be restored ") rather than give back the sum of 2001., of 
which he had unjustly deprived another. There is no accounting 
for taste ! 
Slavery flourishes throughout the whole of Madagascar, 
although the importation of Africans and the exportation of Hova 
subjects are made illegal among the Hovas. Throughout Imerina 
it exists chiefly as domestic slavery, the slaves being fairly well 
treated, as a rule. As formerly in America the term " slave" was 
disliked, and the more euphemistic terms, " man, boy, girl," &c., 
substituted, so among the Hovas, since the introduction of 
Christianity, the term andEvo (slave) has become disliked, the 
terms mpan6ompo (servant) and ankUzy (child) being used instead. 
Trading in slaves is now illegal among the Hovas; but any one is 
free to buy slaves, if he intends to keep them for his own use. 
An owner must register his slaves-partly in order that the 
Government may know to what extent to tax him, partly lest he 
should be accused of man-stealing. Again, registration must be 
effected when a slave changes his ownership or gains his freedom 
in any way. As regards the runaway slave, the fine for hiding 
him is one shilling per diem, one-fifth of this fine being taken 
by the State and the remainder given to the owner; while, for 
the capture of a runaway slave, his owner pays lOs. if a civilian, 
but only 7s. fd. if a soldier. The education of a slave is not 
forbidden, a slave being permitted to go to school, but his attend- 
ance there is entirely dependent on the will of his master. 
Throughout the non-Hova parts of Madagascar man-stealing 
flourishes, marauding raids being frequent and life of no account, 
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A. stealing both cattle and people from B. on his one hand, to 
sell them to C. on his other hand: in short, " every man's hand 
against his neighbour." The ruins and ditches found on almost 
every hilltop are proofs that there formerly existed a numerous 
population in many parts of Madagascar, which now are nearly 
or quite uninhabited; and even in Imerina, before Governor 
Farquhar interfered, the population was decreasing at the rate 
of 9,000 or 10,000 a year! Since Radhma died, there has been 
no mortality comparable to this in Imerina until the recent 
epidemic. 
Marriage is easily entered into in Madagascar, and as quickly 
annulled. The essence of the marriage ceremony consists in 
paying a small suam of money to the Sovereign, as well as in 
making presents to the family of the bride (in fact buying 
her); and divorce consists only in the husband saying to his 
wife, "I thankc (or divorce) you; I do not want you as my wife any 
longer !"-when she is free; whether she wish to be so or not is 
of no consequence to the husband, who, however, ought to give 
her oine-third of all property jointly acquired by them since 
their marriage. In some of the more heathen parts of Mada- 
gascar divorce is still more easy; because one of the missionaries 
gives an instance where a husband, angry with his wife for 
beginning her dinner before he had finished his, both divorced 
and punished her by shooting her on the spot! However, the 
new Hova laws now make it permissible only under certain 
circumstances. A marriage cannot be forced, i.e., the consent 
of both the contracting parties is requisite. Marriage with a 
deceased brother's wife is no longer compulsory; and it is 
curious that both the Malagasy and the Jews of old should have 
the same custom of marriage with a deceased brother's wife. But 
the Malagasy have no scruples against marrying a deceased wife's 
sister, as living wives are often supplanted by their own sisters! 
Marriage is now obliged to be registered. Bigamy (literally, 
"to make [the wives] to quarrel"), concubinage, and seduction 
are punishable; in the case of seduction the two guilty parties 
are fined 201., of which fine the woman must pay one-third; 
but if the husband of the woman has gone to the wars, the 
woman and her seducer are both sentenced to undergo penal 
servitude for life, and their possessions are forfeited to the State, 
There are four laws which regulate marriages between members 
of the various Hova clanls, but none as yet to regulate marriages 
between Hovas and foreign subjects. 
Throughout Madagascar buying and selling of food, clothing, 
&c., generally take place in open-air markets, the more perish- 
able goods being sometimes covered with an umbrella or other 
slight protection; and as meat is the principal article of food, 
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there are now five laws to reguLlate its sale and the slaughter of 
animals for food, as well as against the use of unnecessary 
cruelty. There are six laws relating to the standards of weight, 
bulk, time, and the scales and weights, the last being chiefly 
used for weighing money. There is no coinage in use among 
the Hovas except foreign "dollars "-chiefly French five-franc 
pieces-and by means of a chisel and a hammer these whole 
dollars are chopped up into a great many small pieces, and these 
serve for the payment of sums less in value than 4s. 
Of modern roads in Madagascar there is only one specimen, 
a few hundred yards long, in Antanhnarivo itself; but there are 
plenty of footpaths, often of a very break-neck character. 
For the protection of the primeval forests, which still form a 
wide belt all round Madagascar, and which are being greatly 
injured, especially by charcoal-burners and bamboo-cutters, there 
are now six laws. 
The laws regulating the letting or hiring of land and houses 
are modifications of our English laws, except Law 85, which 
enacts that only Hova subjects may buy or sell land in Mada- 
gascar. This law was made to prevent any person in the future 
from making an agreement like that which the young King 
Radama II. made with a French company, and which was the 
cause of his own assassination soon after his accession to the 
throne. 
With regard to persons awaiting a trial for crime, or already- 
in prison, or merely wearing chains, provision is now made that 
their clothing shall not be taken from them by greedy 
gaolers, nor themselves allowed to starve unless fed by their 
friends, or kept in prison or in chains for years after the expirationi 
of their legal sentence. Banishment for a crime is usually either 
to the lime-quarries in the south-west part of the province of 
Imerina, or to some place on the coast. In the latter case the 
prisoner's life is usually soon cut short by frequent attacks of 
malarial fever, combined with a poor and insufficient diet 
and frequent intoxication. This is a very convenient way 
of quietly getting rid of political criminals! The general 
prison for Imerina is an enclosure surrounded by a high mud 
wall, and containing only some rude huts with thatched 
roofs and mud walls; in this place the prisoners are shut up 
at night, trooping thither every evening at sunset, while in 
the morning they are let out to go to work, or to amuse 
themselves (and feed themselves) as best they can until the 
evening. Another thing which is capable of improvement is 
the "lock-up "; here all persons of both sexes are huddled 
together in orie small hut with no windows, ventilated by holes 
in the thatched roof, while any unruly man or woman is for 
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greater security put into a box (about 7 x 3 x 2 feet in size) and 
locked up. I have known two persons to be stifled to death 
during one night while thus boxed up! 
As the Malagasy are intense lovers of money, exacting often 
50 per cent. per annum as usury, a new law limits the amount 
thus payable, makirng it average from 2 to 5 per cent. 
There are many laws relative to the proper management of 
lawsuits and trials; the conduct and powers of the judges 
themselves (extortion being specially prohibited); the duties 
and powers of the native police; and jurymen are now first 
mentioned in Malagasv law, although the presiding judge is not 
compelled to select a jury, nor is the number of the jurymen 
defined. 
With regard to international matters, a Hova subject who 
infringes a treaty with a foreign nation will be punished accord- 
ing to the Hova law. But an important omission in the newer 
code of laws is Law 69 of the previous code (A.D. 1868), which 
declared that any foreigner would be banished from Madagascar 
who should be found doing anything injurious to the Hova 
kingdom. In was in accordance with this law that the lovas 
banished Madame Ida Pfeiffer; although they added the 
unnecessary cruLelty of detaining her in a pestilential place, 
where she contracted the fever from which she subsequently 
died. 
With respect to religion, although the present queen is a 
Protestant, and recommends her religion to her people, she 
makes no particular form of religion compulsory; but many 
over-zealous officials try to fill their churches by using a little 
"pressure," so that in many parts of the Hova dominions the 
people consider " going to church " as one form of service to the 
State, and often send friends as substitutes. 
With respect to education, there are thirty-seven laws rela- 
tive to the schools, the scholars, the teachers, and school 
examinations. All children are required to attend school from 
the age of eight years until that of sixteen; after which a 
young man may stay at school only if he wishes to become a 
teacher. Every town or collection of villages must have a school, 
with its schoolmaster, both of which are registered by the Govern- 
ment. Inspectors are appointed, who hold examinations at stated 
intervals, giving rewards to both scholars and masters, the latter 
being liable to removal if their schools do not make reasonable 
progress. The lowest standard which any scholar must reach 
who desires to possess a Government certificate of nmerit, is a 
knowledge of reading, writing, and arithmetic up to simple pro- 
portion. 
While there is a tendency in the present laws to make the 
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power of the queen still more despotic, and to keep her people 
in a state of subordination, cramping their energies, on the 
whole these Hova laws are more merciful and reasonable, and 
contrast favourably "with the unreasonable and implacable 
severity of the system of laws in vogue (less than) twenty years 
ago "-by which even a fowl, if caught trespassing, was punished 
by being flogged to death ! 
As regards the progress made during the past thirteen years 
the chief points of interest (briefly stated) are the following:- 
1. The Sovereign's dignity is now protected from disrespect. 
2. State-dues (as property devolving on the Crown for want 
of heirs, &c.) are now regulated and guarded. 
3. The greater strictness of the laws against slavery, the 
heavy punishments for man-stealing, importation or exportation 
of slaves, and slave-breeding. On the other hand, the educa- 
tion of slaves is allowed, and selling a debtor into slavery is 
abolished. 
4. Standard measures of length, weight, bulk, and time are 
now adopted, and their use made compulsory. 
5. Although no periodical census is instituted, or statistics 
published, births, deaths, and marriages are nlow registered. 
6. Although there are no workhouses or infirmaries, legal 
provision for the support of the poor, the aged, and the infirm 
(whether parents or not) is now made, besides an approximation 
to our system of pauper burial. 
7. The woods and forests are more carefully preserved. 
8. The money currency is now regulated, and the maximum 
rate of usury fixed, but, by a strange oversight, the law against 
coining bad money has been omitted. 
9. Religious toleration is clearly stated. 
10. Now, for the first time, does the Hova law acknowledge 
that a treaty with a foreign nation is equally binding upon the 
Malagasy as upon the foreigner; because one law (262) expressly 
provides for the case of any possible infraction of such treaties. 
11. Although Madagascar abounds in minerals, mining is 
foolishly prohibited. 
12. The laws against intoxication are more numerous (four 
instead of only one) and more strict, and the official limits of 
the province of Imerina are -stated for the first time; but the 
enforcement of these laws will remain a farce so long as rank 
is allowed to shield the offender, and the rich allowed to escape 
punishment. 
13. Education is made compulsory up to the age of sixteen 
years: a minimum standard of knowledge fixed; all schools 
registered, visited by inspectors, and prizes awarded to diligent 
scholars; annual examinations are held at convenient centres; 
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higher examinations for schoolmasters instituted, with a kind 
of capitation-grant to masters for all diligent scholars; and slaves 
are allowed to go to school, though removable at their master's 
pleasure. 
14. The medical and sanitary laws are quite new. 
Abortion is prohibited, but medical men are expressly left 
free to act according to their judgment as regards the induction 
of abortion or of premature labour; and pregnant women are now 
guarded from violence. 
The cleanliness of towns, houses, drinking-springs, &c., is a 
matter of careful legislation, and leprosy and small-pox are 
ordered to be isolated. 
The sale of nmedicines is now put under restrictions, a license 
(procurable only by an examination) being required. The 
medicine-seller's shop is liable to be visited, without warning, 
on the least suspicion of treachery or adulteration; and the 
sale of poisons made more difficult, and always required to be 
registered. 
Although there are no lunatic asylums, youth and uhsound- 
ness of intellect now confer immunity from liability for the 
punishment of a crime. 
15. In State matters the power of officials is regulated, the 
weak and socially inferior guarded from injustice and extor- 
tion, and the remaining power of the " sub-chiefs " further 
narrowed. 
16. In regard to matters more purely legal :-bribery is for- 
bidden; the judges made liable to punishment for misconduct; 
tables of court-fees and of fines given; all legal transactions 
(including wills) ordered to be written and registered; an 
approximation to our police system is commenced; criminals 
are prevented from being ill-treated, or even starved to death 
by their gaolers; and vendors of libel and indecent prints and 
publications are now punished. Marriage is now made a matter 
of free will between the contracting, parties (no religious cere- 
mony being required); marriages between the various clans of 
the Hova nobles, and between these and other people, are provided 
for; and marriage with a deceased wife's brother is no longer 
compulsory. Bigamy and divorce are now recognised as crimes, 
but divorce is permitted in certain circumstances. Cohabitation 
is practically outlawed, and concubiliage punishable with fine 
or imprisonment; and seduction, especially of a soldier's wife, 
is heavily punished, while general immoral conduct is also 
punished. 
In lawsuits, arbitration by neighbours or others is allowed, 
with certain restrictions; the written and signed deposition of 
a witness who canniot attend in court is now accepted; and 
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lastly, a juwry is now mentioned, although the nu,mber of jury- 
nen is not defined, and the empannellino, of a jury is entirely a 
matter of option for the judge. 
On a CIRCULAR STRUCTURE at CUMMER, CO. WEXFORD. 
By G. H. KINAHAN, M.R.I.A. 
(WITH PLATE XI.) 
IN the neighbourhood of the Croaghan Kinshellagh range, the 
ridge of hills at the junction of the counties of Wicklow and 
Wexford, in different places are the records of prehistoric 
sepulchres. Of those for which I could find exact localities, 
a list has been made from the Royal Irish Academy, and to 
one of these localities, on account of a remarkable structure at 
it, I would beg leave to draw the attention of the members of 
the Institute. 
The locality to which I refer is Cummer (Ordnance sheet 2). 
Here formerly, at the well adjoining the village, a patron was 
held, but was given up some fifty or a hundred years ago, while at 
a much earlier period a people who burned their dead used the 
place; the locality may first be described. 
A little north-west of the well is a structure formed of two 
circles of standing stones, respectively 9 feet and 11P5 feet in 
diameter. During explorations, courteously permitted by the 
Right Hon. Viscount Powerscourt, lord of the soil, it was learned 
that the stones seemed to have been set up on the surface of 
the ground, or were very slightly imbedded therein, the rock 
coming nearly to the surface, while afterwards a mound was 
made about them. The stones in the outer circle slope 
slightly outwards, and were underpinned to keep them from 
falling, while the stones in the inner circle have been wedged to 
keep them upright and close together -the stones for the most part 
being, those peculiar ones, flat at one side and round at the other, 
so often found in mountain streams which flow through glacial 
drift. Between these circles, to the south-west and north-east, the 
space was filled up with wood ashes, mixed with burnt shingle, 
the ashes generally predominating. The outer circle was a 
little lower than the inner, thus forming a narrow terrace round 
the structure: the inner circle being very regularly placed, the 
outer not so regularly; some of the stones of the latter, however, 
may have been previously removed. 
In a north and south line, a little west of the centre point, 
three pits, a, b, and c (P1. XI), were found-a, under the ilnner 
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